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Mr. David Wartofsky 
Potomac Aviation Technology Corp 
Potomac Airfield 
I 0300 Glen Way 
Fort Washington. MD 20744 

Dear Mr. Wartofsky: 

Thank you for your letter dated November 30, 20 II, raising the issue of suitability for use of 
electronic devices that confirm to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Rules 
and Regulations 47 CFR 15 (unlicensed devices) for the application that is described in your 
letter. 

These devices are often referred to as "part 15" devices. These devices are not allowed to 
cause interference to Federal or non-Federal authorized receivers and in addition must 
accept any interference from any Federal or non-Federal authorized transmission system. 
That is they have no right of protection and due to the severe operational limitations are in 
general not suitable for use as part of the National Airspace System (NAS). 

The Federal Aviation Administration order that regulates the use of"part 15" devices is 
Order 6050.19 currently being updated to version G. This office is the Office of Primary 
Responsibility (OPR) for this document and as such is the source for management of 
change, resolution, interpretation and statement of intent of this order. 

In relation to the section that covers '·part 15'. devices the intent of the order is to prohibit 
"part 15" devices from being used as part of a NAS system due to severe operational 
limitations. 

The utilization of a "part 15" device as described in your letter is permissible in this case for 
the following reasons:-

I. The function being performed is not part of a NAS system. 
2. The function being performed is backed up by a licensed alternate path. 
3. Data presentation carries time stamping and loss of data is indicated to the person 

accessing the system. 
4. Critical data such as Altimeter is carried on a licensed path. 

I believe that this clarification of the intent of F AA Order 6050.19 answers your written 
concern. 



--

Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns, at (202) 267-7531 or by e-mail 
ian.atki ns@faa. gov. 

Sincerely, 

Ian P. Atkins 
Manager/Director 
Spectrum Engineering Services 
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